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28th February, 2018 

Dear Parent/Guardians, 

 
Prep Assessments 
Our prep students have been undertaking their individual 
assessments and interview with Mrs Meehan on a Wednesday 
during February.  Today is the final day for these assessments 
and the prep students will be full time from now on.  They have 
done a great job and have settled well into school life. 
 
End of Summer Choc Top Day 
Today, to celebrate the end of 
summer, all students received a Choc 
Top during the day.  Don’t worry preps, 
you will get yours on tomorrow.  Even 
though this is the ‘official’ end of 
summer, students should still wear 
their school hats when outside.  As a 
part of our Sunsmart Policy, ‘hats off 
day’ is the 1st of May.  We will remind students when they no longer 
need to wear their hats. 

 
School policy reviews 
As a part of our school review in Term 4 last year, a number of 
our school policies were reviewed and updated.  These are 
available to the school community on the school website: 
http://www.frankstoneastps.vic.edu.au/Policies/Policies.html 
The policies that are available are: 
 Anti Bullying and Harassment Policy (updated) 
 Child Safe Policy 
 Communications of Policies Policy (updated) 
 Computers and Mobile Devices Policy (updated) 
 Curriculum Framework Policy (updated) 
 English Policy 
 eSmart Policy (updated) 
 Headlice Policy 
 Homework Policy 
 ICT Acceptable Use Policy (updated) 
 Mathematics Policy 
 Onsite Supervision Policy (updated) 
 Parent Payment Policy (update coming) 
 Reporting Policy (updated) 
 Student Engagement and Inclusion Policy (updated) 
 Student Management Policy (updated) 
 Uniform Policy 
 Visitors Policy (new policy) 
 Working with Children Check Policy (updated) 
 
 

Coming Events 

 

Term 1 2018 
Wed. 28/2  Preps last Wednesday off 
Fri. 2/3  Footy Clinics 
Tue. 6/3  Wheel Talk—5/6’s 
Thur. 8/3  School Council Meeting 7:00pm 
Mon. 12/3  Labour Day Holiday 
Fri. 23/3  District Track Events—Ballam Park 
Thur. 29/3  Last Day of Term 1—Students dismissed 

Footy Clinics 
On this coming Friday, all 
students will have access to a 
footy clinic that Mr O’Shannassy 
has organised.  There is no cost 
to families for this extra curricular 
activity. 
 
Beach Day Activities 
It has been great to read some of the work our students have 
undertaken after our visit to Canadian Bay Beach recently.  
There are a variety of recounts that have been written as well 
as some great research work on life in the rock pools.  If you 
have the opportunity to pop in, have a look at the great work 
that has been produced so far. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Until next time, 
 
 
 

Brian McFall (Principal) 

http://www.frankstoneastps.vic.edu.au/Policies/Policies.html
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Student of the Week 
Monday 5th March 

 
PM—Hazel C.—For always completing work 
in the set time frame. 
 
1/2S—Tayah Y.—For great work in the 
classroom. 
 
1/2R—Isabella E.—For great work about 
Beach Day. 
 
3/4H—Zalia R.—For always being well 
organised and completing her work to a high 
standard. 
 
3/4W—Cody V.—For his positive attitude 
towards learning. 
 
5/6S—Eana D.—For a fantastic piece of 
recount writing on Beach Day. 
 
5/6O—Scott S.—For some excellent recount 
writing about Beach Day. 

Phoenix Penn 
 

Phoenix is a highly or-
ganised student who is 
eager and willing to 
learn. Phoenix always 
gives 100% in every-
thing he does. Phoenix listens attentively, asks questions 
and always completes tasks to the very best of his abil-
ity. Phoenix is a fantastic friend who is kind and consid-
erate. He shows great consideration for the safety and 
wellbeing of others. He is always willing to help out!  
Phoenix is well mannered, polite and courteous. 
Phoenix is a true example of a great role model for other 
students at FEPS 
It’s a pleasure to have you in our classroom. 
Congratulations Phoenix, on being the Aussie of the 
Month! 
You truly deserve it 

PFA Annual General Meeting 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Parents and Friends Association 
will be held on Tuesday March 6th 2018 at 9:10am.  At the meeting, we 

will elect office bearers for the 2018 school year.  If you would like to attend, the 
meeting will be held in the Conference Room in the main building up the stairs from 
the Main Office. 
 
Regards, 
Brian McFall (Principal) 
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PARENT CORNER  
 

Peer Time Counts Big Time Towards 
Your Child’s Success by Michael Grose 

 
 “It takes a village to raise a 
child because in a village 
there are always enough 
kids to form a play group.” 
Anon 
Life for children and 

teenagers is generally very busy and adult-initiated. A 
quick glance at most kids’ after school schedules will 
reveal at least two after school activities (involving 
sport/ physical activity or classes of some sort) each 
week that are organised and lead by an adult. 
Nothing wrong with that however the more time 
children spend in adult-initiated activities the less free 
time they have to spend among themselves, and the 
enormous benefits this brings. 
 
Spending free time with peers benefits kids in 
these ways: 
1. They learn to negotiate and communicate 
Young children generally communicate with one 
another through play, and the communications have 
real meaning. They negotiate about what and how to 
play. Typically kids will make up the rules of any 
game, modifying them as they go along, and 
challenging other children’s interpretations. “You’re 
not playing by the rules” is a common childhood retort 
most of us are familiar with. Left to their own devices 
kids will generally resolve such conflict situations 
more creatively, and with more finality than when 
adults become involved. 
Teenage peer-to-peer communications often focus on 
emotions and the struggles they experience. 
Adolescents learn they can be honest with their 
friends, as they are less likely to overreact and 
assume control, the way that their parents or other 
adults might. 
2. They become independent quicker 
When children spend more time among themselves 

they become less reliant on adults to solve 
problems for them. In fact, when kids play among 
themselves someone will take on the authority of an 
adult and ensure that problems are resolved, 
usually more quickly and more equitably than when 
an adults attempts to do so. 
Typically when kids of any age get together they act 
in ways that can mock and challenge adulthood – 
young children will use ‘naughty’ words and 
teenagers push parent boundaries so they can 
gather together away from adults. This type of 
independence-seeking is the default mechanism of 
kids of all ages, but it can be stifled by well 
meaning, over-involved or over-controlling adults. 
3. They are less anxious 
“I dare you” is a phrase that evokes strong 
memories for many adults. It’s a throw-back to a 
time when as children or teenagers we challenged 
each other to climb that tree, to cross that road and 
to go speak to that girl/boy. Of course, the biggest 
challenge we faced was to confront our fears rather 
than avoid them. Children of any  generation tend to 

be more courageous, and better able to learn to 
manage difficult emotions such as fear, 
nervousness and anxiousness when they spend more 
time with each other, away from adults. 
4. They become more innovative 
Adults of every generation bemoan the fact that 
children and teens don’t play in the same way as they 
did when they were young. We forget that children 
are naturally drawn to the  
 

newest innovations in the larger culture around them. 
Where adults are naturally suspicious of change, 
children will invariably embrace it. This is shown by 
children’s eagerness to embrace digital technology, 
which is often far ahead of their parents and teachers. 
Children’s culture focuses, quite naturally and 
adaptively, on the skills important to the world they 
are growing into, not the world as it was, when their 
parents and teachers were growing up. 
5. They get along better with others 
The biggest requirement for kids mixing with siblings 
and peers is that they must get along with each other. 
They need to accept each other’s differences; learn 
how to assert themselves while accommodating the 
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needs of others and respect other kids’ opinions, not 
just their own. This type of socialisation is central to 
being a member of civil society. The skills of “getting 
along’ are best practised among equals and for kids 
that means practising on their peers and siblings. These 
“getting along’ skills may be well be the most important 
skills for kids to develop if they are to lead a successful 
adult life –including maintaining long-term 
partnerships, making friends and enjoying cooperative 
relationships in the workplace. 
Encourage a culture of childhood 
As a parent or teacher it helps to see the time kids 
spend among friends and siblings as valuable rather 
than wasted time. Encourage kids to spend time with 
each other and resist the urge to rush in fix things up 
between peers and siblings when relationships sour or 
they have problems to resolve. And resist the natural 
urge of most parents who lead small families to know 
everything that’s happening in a child’s life -kids need 
some time and space to work things out themselves. 
Kids need to belong to two cultures 
Encouraging a culture of childhood doesn’t mean that 
we devalue what we offer as adults to children and 
young people. Kids also need to be able to fit into the 
adult culture that we are preparing them for. However 
it’s important to recognise the value of sibling and peer 
relationships in the development of the skills and 
attitudes needed for a successful adult life. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to see me if you have any 
queries or concerns. 
 
Barb Heeney – Student Wellbeing Manager 

JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 
Congratulations to the following 
children who have been selected 
by their grade to represent them on 
the Junior School Council. All the 
representatives will be introduced, 
by the School Captains, at the next 

Monday morning assembly, March 5th.  
1/2R – Jasmin F.    
1/2S – Brylee H 
3/4H – Scarlett S., Jaxon R. 
3/4W – Charlee B., Irah E. 
5/6O – Stella B., Jake A. 
5/6S – Eana D., Erin M. 
School Captains – Lily H., Sam K. 
 
At our first meeting the children discussed, “Why 
do we have a Junior School Council and what is its 
role?” The children decided that the two main roles 
are to represent all the children so that students 
can have input into aspects of their school life by 
giving them a ‘student voice’ and to help make the 
school run more smoothly. 
 The meeting then discussed, “What is expected 
from a member of the Junior School Council?” The 
children believed that they should be good role 
models to the other students, be polite and 
respectful towards both students and staff 
members and to listen carefully to suggestions 
made by their class mates. 
It was interesting to listen to the suggestions made 
by the children and how they interacted with each 
other in discussing the pros and cons of each 
proposal. As with last year’s Council, I am 
definitely looking forward to working with this year’s 
Junior School Council. 
 
Barb Heeney – Student Wellbeing Manager 
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Student Attendance 

last week 
 

Percentage of students at school 

96.5 
 

Percentage of students on time 

96.5 

 

Happy Birthday 

 
Feb. 29th  Mia R.  5/6S 
Mar. 1st  Hugo V.  5/6O 
   Mackenzie H. 5/6O 
   Lily H.  5/6O 
Mar. 3rd  Stephanie M. 3/4W 

 
 

TIMSS – Trends in International 
Mathematics and Science Study 

 
Sixty schools from Victoria, New South Wales and 
Queensland have been randomly selected to take 
part in the Trends in International Mathematics and 
Science Study (TIMSS) – Field Trial for year 5 and 
year 9 students. Our school is one of those which 
has been chosen.  
TIMSS is an important educational research project 
investigating student achievement in mathematics 
and science. More than 60 countries, including 
Australia, are participating in this study. TIMSS is 
an important activity to keep us, as parents and 
citizens, informed about how our students in 
Australia are performing in comparison to their 
peers in other countries and to compare programs 
of study and teaching practices. We will be able to 
obtain current national and international information 
which will help improve the teaching and learning 
of mathematics and science in our country. 
 
Barb Heeney (TIMSS Coordinator) 



Page 6 

Bay Views 
Newsletter 

Phone:  03 9789 9552 
Fax:  03 9789 0134 

Email:  frankston.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Web:  www.frankstoneastps.vic.edu.au 

Our school will implement the Child Safe Standards to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all students at the school and 
promote an organisational culture that manages the risk of child abuse and neglect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 16th we went to the beach. I saw some crabs and fish. I built 
a sand castle. Zane 

On Friday 16th the whole school went to the beach. I saw starfish and crabs. We built sand 
castles. Ella M. 

On Friday 16th we went to the beach. At the beach I picked up a crab on my finger. I built a 
sandcastle. We walked on the sand. I found a sea snail. Nikolaj 
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Frankston East Primary School 
Our Purpose: 

To provide the Frankston East Community with a friendly and dynamic learning environment that engages students who work 

to achieve their personal best in an atmosphere of mutual respect and cooperation. 

Frankston East Primary School promotes itself as an “Established School with Modern Ideas, based on Traditional Values” 

We Value: 

RESPECT We respect the rights of each other and our environment. 

TOLERANCE We accept individual differences in every way. 

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE We believe in the right of every child to excel to their personal best. 

CONFIDENCE We instil in the child the confidence to approach the unknown. 

COMMUNITY INTERACTION We encourage honest and open community interaction and involvement 

FUN We never lose sight of the fun and enjoyment of learning. 

MUSICAL APPRECIATION 
We incorporate musical awareness, appreciation and performance throughout our 

programs. 

SPORTING INVOLVMENT 
Sporting involvement at all ages provides a wonderful insight into the development of 

people skills 

Our commitment to child safety 
 

Frankston East Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and 

respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers.  We are committed to the safety, participation and empowerment of all children. 

We have zero tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations and safety concerns will be treated very seriously and consistently with our 

robust policies and procedures. We have legal and moral obligations to contact authorities when we are worried about a child’s safety, 

which we follow rigorously.  

Our school is committed to preventing child abuse and identifying risks early, and removing and reducing these risks. Our school has 

robust human resources and recruitment practices for all staff and volunteers. Our school is committed to regularly training and educating 

our staff and volunteers on child abuse risks.  

We are committed to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children, the cultural safety of children from a culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, and to providing a safe environment for children with a disability. 

We have specific policies, procedures and training in place that support our leadership team, staff and volunteers to achieve these 

commitments.   If you believe a child is at immediate risk of abuse phone 000.  


