Bay Views
Newsletter
Dear Parents/Guardians,
It is hard to believe we have arrived at the end of the 2017 school
year and the final newsletter for the year. It is such a busy time of
the year for everyone. The shops are crazy. The excitement is
building as Christmas and New Year approach so quickly.
Carols
Our annual Carols Concert is on tonight. The PFA have organised
a sausage sizzle between 5:30 and 6:30pm prior to the concert
starting at 7pm. We hope you will be able to join us for this end of
year celebration. We are hopeful that the weather will hold out and
the carols go ahead. In the event of wet weather we may have to
cancel the carols. Keep an eye on our Skoolbag App for more
information.
Reports
Student reports were sent home this afternoon with your children. If
your child was absent and your report has not gone home by the
end of term, it will be posted to you at the end of the week.
Bowling
Tomorrow we will be walking to the AMF Bowling in Karingal in the
morning. We have arranged the kids into mixed age groups ready
to bowl throughout the morning. We will be going in 2 shifts due to
the availability of lanes. This is a great excursion and has become
a part of our end of year traditions.
Last day of school
Friday is the final day of the school year. It is a busy day for us with
a special assembly on Friday morning where we give out the last of
certificates and say farewell to our Year 6 students. Students will
be visiting their 2018 classrooms and information will be sent home
in regard to this on Friday. We also have our end of term lunch on
this day. Traditionally, we also hold a free dress day with a Gold
Coin donation. The money raised from this goes towards the Year
6 Graduation Ceremony for next year. Finally, we finish school at
2:30pm as we do at the end of each term.
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Coming Events
Term 4 2017
Wed. 20/12
Thur. 21/12
Fri. 22/12

Term 1 2018
Mon. 29/1
Tue. 30/1
Wed. 31/1
Thur. 1/2

Christmas Concert 7:00-9:00pm
Sausage Sizzle 5:30-6:30pm
Reports to parents
Whole School Bowling 9:00am-12:30pm
Final Assembly 9:05am
End of Term Lunch
Students dismissed 2:30pm
Staff return—Pupil Free Day
Pupil Free Day
Students in Years 1-6 return
Preps begin school

Farewell
As we have mentioned in the last few newsletters we have some
staff leaving at the end of the year. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank them all on behalf of the whole school
community for the work they have undertaken at FEPS. Miss
Brown, Mr Marsh, Mrs Waterman and Mrs Osborne are moving
schools. We will have information in the new year about our
replacement Japanese and Music teacher. Some of our Education
Support Staff, Miss McKenzie, Mrs Mills, Mrs Morgan and Miss
King will also be relocating to new schools in 2018. We wish them
all every success.
Finally, I would like to wish the whole school community a safe and
happy holiday season. We will see everyone at the beginning of
the 2018 school year.
Until next time,

Brian McFall (Principal)

Student Book Supplies
Just a reminder that School Council will be providing all student book supplies at the beginning of
the 2018 school year, therefore there will be no book collection day next year. All student
supplies will be ready for students in the classroom on the first day of school.
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PARENT CORNER
On Tuesday, December 12th our
grade 6 children had their Year 7
Orientation Day at their new
secondary
school.
Emotions
ranged from excitement to
apprehension as they embarked
on the next major change in their
life. The following article by
Michael Grose makes for some
interesting reading for the parents of our year 6
children.

Goodbye Primary School,
Hello Primary School

The end of primary school is a significant milestone in
children’s lives. They’ve spent half their lives in primary
school, in many cases in the same school, which is
significant.
Developmentally they’ve come a long way from those
skinny little kids who lined up for class on the first day
holding a parent’s or carer’s hand. Now entering
puberty, most are taller than their mothers and the only
people they’ll hold hands with are ‘special friends’, but
not in public. Those displays of affection will come later
in the secondary school years.
Changing from primary to secondary brings a mixture of
emotions in kids such as excitement, apprehension,
pride and, in many cases, sadness about leaving
friends and familiar surrounds behind.
Parents often go through the same range of emotions
as children at this time so we need to acknowledge
those feelings in ourselves, just as we should in our
children.
Looking back
This is a time for kids to celebrate their achievements;
show appreciation to their teachers and enjoy the
friendships that they’ve formed. Here are three ideas:
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1. Let’s celebrate
Primary school graduation ceremonies play an
important part in the primary school life, as they mark
the end of an era and the start of a new part of their
lives. We need to be careful that the meaning doesn’t
become lost as graduations become increasingly
lavish, even to the point where some students are
transported to their graduation in a stretch limo. Keep
them simple and keep them close to the school’s
values.
2. Show gratitude
As a former teacher I know how much a simple thank
you can mean from students at the end of the year. So
make sure your kids take the time to thank their final
year teacher and as well as seek out to thank other
teachers who contributed to their education over their
primary school journey. Gratitude costs nothing but
has a great impact.
3. Enjoy friendships
Encourage your kids to be open and friendly at this
time of the year, and steer clear of cliques and fellow
students who want to exclude others from their
groups. The end of primary school can be tricky to
navigate, particularly when early maturers stick
together and ostracise certain classmates. This is the
time for friendly behaviour and inclusiveness.
Looking ahead
When primary school is finished and the holidays are
coming to an end it’s time to focus on the new
experiences of secondary school. Some kids take
secondary school in their stride but it is natural to
experience some difficulty.
If your eldest is starting, then secondary school will be
a relatively new experience for you too. It will take
some time for you to adjust to the school’s culture and
communication methods.
Your attitude as a parent can help your child quickly
adjust. Here are three ideas for you to help kids make
a smooth adjustment:
1. Promote friendships The sooner kids form new
friendships the sooner they’ll feel comfortable in their
secondary school surroundings. Encourage your
young person to be open to forming friendships with all
sorts of kids; to be accepting of others who may be
different to them; to take social risks by joining in
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Newsletter
activities even though they may feel uncomfortable; and
to be friendly, approachable and positive!
2. Be ready to listen Patience and understanding in
the early weeks is essential. Brush up on your listening
skills as you help your young person adjust. Talk to
your young person about change and reassure them
that it’s normal to feel unsure or nervous in new
circumstances. Let them know that many difficulties
they face will be temporary.

Happy Birthday
Dec. 21st
Dec. 23rd
Dec. 29th

Mackenzie F.
Janadi P.
Cassidy E.
Cara B.

2/3H
1/2S
5/6S
2/3H

3. Keep your attitude positive Confidence is
catching so make sure you see this transition time as
an exciting challenge that your child can handle rather
than an event to be feared. Ask them about the new
subjects or interesting activities they are doing, and try
to shift their focus to the positive aspects of school.
Discuss settling in issues with the appropriate person
such as a year level coordinator, but give your young
person time to handle them on their own before seeking
help.
This will be the final article for Parent’s Corner for 2017.
I wish you all a wonderful Christmas and New Year and
above all a safe and happy holiday. I look forward to
seeing you in 2018.
Barb Heeney – Student Wellbeing Manager

Student Attendance
last week

5

Percentage of students at school

91.9

Percentage of students on time

97.4
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3/4B and 4/5/W
came to mentor the junior grades
using coding and Robots.

We had a great time
using the Blue Bots, the Dash Robots
and the Spheros.

Christmas Trash
‘n’ Treasure
Thank you to all the people in
the School Community who
contributed to the Christmas
Trash ‘n’ Treasure stall last Wednesday, either by
donations or purchasing items.
The senior E.T. reps did a great job setting up and
manning the stall. Altogether we raised $97.00
which will go to TBAR Australia to support children
and families in having better food and health in
developing countries.

COMMONWEALTH BANK
STUDENT BANKING

We would like to let you
know that from the
beginning of 2018
Student Banking will be on
Wednesdays.
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Frankston East Primary School
Our Purpose:
To provide the Frankston East Community with a friendly and dynamic learning environment that engages students who work
to achieve their personal best in an atmosphere of mutual respect and cooperation.

Frankston East Primary School promotes itself as an “Established School with Modern Ideas, based on Traditional Values”
We Value:
RESPECT

We respect the rights of each other and our environment.

TOLERANCE

We accept individual differences in every way.

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE

We believe in the right of every child to excel to their personal best.

CONFIDENCE

We instil in the child the confidence to approach the unknown.

COMMUNITY INTERACTION

We encourage honest and open community interaction and involvement

FUN

We never lose sight of the fun and enjoyment of learning.

MUSICAL APPRECIATION

We incorporate musical awareness, appreciation and performance throughout our
programs.

SPORTING INVOLVMENT

Sporting involvement at all ages provides a wonderful insight into the development of
people skills

Our commitment to child safety
Frankston East Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and
respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers. We are committed to the safety, participation and empowerment of all children.
We have zero tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations and safety concerns will be treated very seriously and consistently with our
robust policies and procedures. We have legal and moral obligations to contact authorities when we are worried about a child’s safety,
which we follow rigorously.
Our school is committed to preventing child abuse and identifying risks early, and removing and reducing these risks. Our school has
robust human resources and recruitment practices for all staff and volunteers. Our school is committed to regularly training and educating
our staff and volunteers on child abuse risks.
We are committed to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children, the cultural safety of children from a culturally and/or linguistically diverse
backgrounds, and to providing a safe environment for children with a disability.
We have specific policies, procedures and training in place that support our leadership team, staff and volunteers to achieve these
commitments. If you believe a child is at immediate risk of abuse phone 000.
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