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19th February 2020 

Dear Parent/Guardians, 
 
Student leadership presentations 
On Monday we had our Badge Presentation to the 2020 student 
leadership team.  It was a pleasure to have Bethany and Sam, our 
2015 School Captains, come along to our assembly to present our 
current leaders with their badges.  They told us about what they 
have been up to since leaving Frankston East and shared some of 
their fond memories.  Once again, congratulations to our 2020 
Student Leadership Team. 

 

 
 

School Council elections 
Nominations for School Council 
closed on Monday afternoon this 
week .  Th e  num ber  o f 
nominations equalled the 
number of vacancies so there is 
no need for an election this year.  
On behalf of the school 
community, I would like to thank John Findlay, Jodi Weare, 
Jennifer Heigh and Barb Heeney for nominating to be a part of 
School Council and we look forward to working with them over the 
next two years.   
 
Wheel Talk 
On Tuesday our Year 5/6 Students participated in the Wheel Talk 
incursion.  Wheel Talk is an interactive program that encourages 
students to think about diversity, acceptance, and disability - with a 
primary focus on inclusion.  Presented by Victorians with a  
disability who are actively involved in sport and recreation, Wheel 

Talk combines unique stories of disability with a game of 

wheelchair basketball. 

Student attendance 

Schooling is compulsory for children and young people aged from 
6 -17 years.  School participation will help your child develop 
important skills, knowledge and values to further their learning and 
participation in the community.  Attending school every day also 
helps your child develop crucial social and emotional skills such as 
good communication, resilience and the ability to work in teams.  
Children and young people who regularly attend school and 
complete Year 12 have better health outcomes, better employment 
outcomes, and higher incomes across their lives. 

 

If your child misses school you must promptly contact the 
school on the day of the absence to give an explanation unless 
permission has been already been granted.   You can do this by: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Term 1,  2020 
 
February  
Thu 20/02  Getting to Know You Interviews 1M and 1S 
Mon 24/02  Whole School Beach Day 
Fri 28/02  Choc Top Day 
 
March 
Mon 09/03  Labour Day—No School 
Thu 12/03  School Council 
Fri 20/3  Track events 3-6 
Fri 27/03  End Of Term Lunch 
   Free Dress Day 
   Last Day Of Term 2:30pm Dismissal 
 
April 
Tue 14/04  First Day Term 2 
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 Using the Skoolbag App to notify us of your child’s absence 

 Calling the school and leaving a message on the Absence 
Line 

 Calling the school and speaking to someone in the office.   

 

In the event that we haven’t heard from you on the morning of your 
child’s absence, a text message will be sent to “Parent A” listed on 
the enrolment form.  We ask that you reply to this text message or 
make contact with the school to explain your child’s absence. 
 
Traffic safety 
I would like to remind the school community that there are some 
restricted parking areas around the school perimeter and people 
should be aware of the No Parking sections so that they avoid fines 
for parking illegally.  I would also like to remind everyone that in the 
interests of everyone’s safety the school crossings surrounding the 
school should be used for crossing roads.  We are lucky at 
Frankston East as we only have a very short peak time at the 
beginning and end of the day.  We would appreciate it if you could 
park a short distance away and walk in to pick up your children as 
this helps to alleviate the pressure during the peak time.  For your 
information there is a Safe to School brochure from Vicroads that I 
hope you have the time to read. 

 
Beach Day 
As you would be aware our Beach day was postponed recently and 
moved to Monday 24/2/2020.  Again, we are looking forward to this 
annual event.  Hopefully the weather will be better this time around. 
 
 
 
 
 
Until next time, 
 
 
Brian McFall (Principal) 

0/1M Finley M For his great spelling work. 

0/1S Manaia K For his great grade 1 work. 

2D Sloan S For his great effort during spelling! 

3/4H Zac S For being persistent when faced 
with challenging work. 

3/4W Holly T For still trying hard during fitness 
despite having an injury. 

5/6O Corey B For some fantastic basketball 
skills at Wheel Talk. 

5/6R Coby B For giving 100% effort during 
Wheel Talk. 

Monday February 24th 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Feb 21st Ryan H 5/6R 

Feb 24th Sorren H-K 5/6O 
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The operating hours are:  
 

Monday to Friday 
8:30am—9:30am 

Please come to the office first. 
Orders may be left at the office at any time. 

Student Attendance 

last week  
 

Percentage of students at school 

94.3% 
 

Percentage of students on time 

96.5% 

     JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to the following children who have 
been selected by their grade to represent them on 
the Junior School Council. All the representatives 
will be introduced, by the School Captains, at the 
next Monday morning assembly, February 24th.  
   
        2D    Koah, Darcy  
            3/4H  Phoenix, Chase  
   3/4W   Daniel, Holly    
   5/6O   Zalia, Bella, Chloe  

   5/6R   Miranda, Cian    
   School Captains: Chloe, Zalia 
 
At our first meeting the children discussed, “Why do 
we have a Junior School Council and what is its 
role?” The children decided that the two main roles 
are to represent all the children so that students can 
have input into aspects of their school life by giving 
them a ‘student voice’ and to help make the school 
run more smoothly. 
 The meeting then discussed, “What is expected 
from a member of the Junior School Council?” The 
children believed that they should be good role 
models to the other students, be polite and respect-
ful towards both students and staff members and to 
listen carefully to suggestions made by their class 
mates. 
It was interesting to listen to the suggestions made 
by the children and how they interacted with each 
other in discussing the pros and cons of each pro-
posal. As with last year’s Council, I am looking for-
ward to working with this year’s Junior School 
Council. 
 
Barb Heeney – Student Wellbeing Manager 
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Making New Friends and Staying in 
Touch with Old Class Mates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a parent there is a great deal you can do to help 
your child adjust socially at the start of the school 
year. Here are some tips to help.  
 
Encourage your child to be open to new 
friendships  
An open, friendly attitude is a child or young 
person’s best social asset. Students who open to 
forming new friendships are more likely to succeed 
than those who seek solitude, who are critical and 
who limit themselves to just one or two familiar 
faces. Encourage your child or young person to seek 
out new friendships, even though they may feel 
uncomfortable or strange at first. 
 
 Encourage healthy relationships 
Do all you can to encourage healthy relationships 
based on respect and common courtesy. Generally, 
when a relationship is healthy a child feels safe, 
valued and able to speak up. Unhealthy 
relationships, such as cliques, are restrictive,       
one-sided and are full of gossip and criticism.  
 

Encourage inclusiveness  
Studies have shown inclusiveness to be one of the 
prime social skills shared by socially successful 
students. Encourage your child or young person to 
include others in games, conversations, team 
activities and other group activities. Inclusiveness is 
not just a wonderful friendship skill, it is a strong 
leadership attribute as well. 
 
 Encourage friendships with both genders  
If you are in a co-education environment encourage 
your child to form friendships with both boys and 
girls. This is particularly valid if your child has 
siblings of their own gender, or don’t have siblings. 
It’s through these early relationships that we gain 
the confidence to mix with different genders in the 
later years. Forming friends across genders helps 
to break down the mystique that sometimes forms, 
when a child has little contact with the ‘other’ 
gender.  
 
Stay in touch with former classmates and 
school friends 
Encourage your child to maintain friendships with 
former classmates and groups outside of school as 
this helps to insulate against unfriendly behaviour 
that they may experience with their close social 
circle. 
 
Provide social scripts 
Your child may benefit from being provided with 
some social scripts that they can use in common 
social situations such as meeting a new friend, 
joining in a game or asking someone else for help. 
Boys, in particular, can benefit when given the 
words to use in a variety of different social 
situations.  
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Forming new friendships can take time  
Meeting new students and forming new friendships 
can be anxiety-inducing. If this is the case for your 
child, then it helps to acknowledge their feelings of 
discomfort, but also remind them that these feelings 
will pass. As well discuss the fact that feeling 
comfortable with new friends often takes time, 
particularly if your child by nature is reserved or slow 
to warm up in social situations. 
 
 
Helping kids work through friendships can be tricky 
for a parent as you don’t have a great deal of control 
over what happens at school. However, with 
empathy, patience, encouragement and a supportive 
attitude you can do a great deal to help your child 
make a smooth social transition. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to see me if you have any 
queries or concerns. 
 
Barb Heeney – Student Wellbeing Manager 

 
 
 
 
 

Fund Raising Group                

Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting of the Fund Raising 
Group will be held on Wednesday February 26th 
2020 at 9:10am. 
 If you would like to attend, the meeting will be held 
in the Conference Room in the main building up the 
stairs from the Main Office. 
Regards, 

Barb Heeney (Student Wellbeing Manager) 

REMINDER 
 

Immunisation Records  
 

As part of DEECD’s official documentation for school 
entry, your child must have a school entry 
immunisation status certificate. This is a legal 
requirement and is to assist health authorities in 
protecting children in the event of a vaccine 
preventable disease occurrence in school.  
This is a reminder to those families who have been 
contacted but have not as yet provided the school with 
the necessary documentation required by the 
Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development. 
If you have lost a school entry immunisation status 
certificate please ring 1800 653 809 to obtain another 
copy. Alternatively contact your GP, local council 
immunisation service or Medibank.    
Thanking you for your cooperation. 
 
Barb Heeney Student Wellbeing Manager 

 

 

All students must wear their hats 
during Recess, Lunch  

and all outdoor  
activities from now until 1st of May . 
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Tuesday the 18th of February saw a gentleman called Peter from Disability Sport and 
Recreation come and visit us.  Peter told us how he had grown up in Nigeria and had 
contracted Polio as a baby. As there was no medical help for him, he had to crawl and 
drag himself around for most of his young life.  He then received crutches and learnt 
to get around on them.  Peter competed in the Sydney Para-Olympics in weightlifting.  
Peter explained how he overcame depression and continued on with his life after an 
injury while weightlifting ended his dream of continuing in that sport. He learnt to 
play wheelchair Football and Basketball. After the presentation we went outside 
where we sat in a wheelchair and played basketball.  
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HEAD LICE INFORMATION 
 

Head lice are extremely contagious and it really doesn't have anything to do with personal 
hygiene.  
95% of lice are transmitted through close contact, which means sharing hats, head bands and 
pillows. 
Ensure that you are protected from head lice this season and take the necessary   preventative 
steps to keep away head lice. 
 
Below are 4 crucial steps to keep your school head lice free:  

Avoid sharing clothing: especially hats, ribbons, head bands and helmets 
Discourage children from playing with each other's hair 
Don't share brushes, combs, towels and pillows 
Keep long hair plaited or firmly tied back to prevent contact from other kids 

We hope that the above tips will help you keep head lice away for good! 
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Frankston East Primary School 
Our Purpose: 

To provide the Frankston East Community with a friendly and dynamic learning environment that engages students who work 

to achieve their personal best in an atmosphere of mutual respect and cooperation. 

Frankston East Primary School promotes itself as an “Established School with Modern Ideas, based on Traditional Values” 

We Value: 

RESPECT We respect the rights of each other and our environment. 

TOLERANCE We accept individual differences in every way. 

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE We believe in the right of every child to excel to their personal best. 

CONFIDENCE We instil in the child the confidence to approach the unknown. 

COMMUNITY INTERACTION We encourage honest and open community interaction and involvement 

FUN We never lose sight of the fun and enjoyment of learning. 

MUSICAL APPRECIATION 
We incorporate musical awareness, appreciation and performance throughout our 

programs. 

SPORTING INVOLVMENT 
Sporting involvement at all ages provides a wonderful insight into the development of 

people skills 

Our commitment to child safety 
 

Frankston East Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and 

respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers.  We are committed to the safety, participation and empowerment of all children. 

We have zero tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations and safety concerns will be treated very seriously and consistently with our 

robust policies and procedures. We have legal and moral obligations to contact authorities when we are worried about a child’s safety, 

which we follow rigorously.  

Our school is committed to preventing child abuse and identifying risks early, and removing and reducing these risks. Our school has 

robust human resources and recruitment practices for all staff and volunteers. Our school is committed to regularly training and educating 

our staff and volunteers on child abuse risks.  

We are committed to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children, the cultural safety of children from a culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, and to providing a safe environment for children with a disability. 

We have specific policies, procedures and training in place that support our leadership team, staff and volunteers to achieve these 

commitments.   If you believe a child is at immediate risk of abuse phone 000.  
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