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9th December 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Term 4  2020 
         
Thur 10/12   School Council   
Fri 11/12   Year 6 Graduation 
Wed 16/12   Reports Home to Parents  
Fri 18/12   Last Day of Term 4, 2020 
    (2:30pm dismissal) 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Prep Transition 
Last Friday, the majority 
of our 2021 preps came to 
school for a Transition 
visit.  They spent some 
time in small groups 
getting to know each other 
in our school library.  I had the pleasure of chatting with their 
parents during this time in the conference room.  It was great to 
see so many familiar faces.  We have 13 siblings starting with us 
next year! 
 
Year 6/7 Transition 
Our Year 6 students attended their 
secondary school for 2021 
yesterday.  The feedback from the 
kids has been pretty good.  They 
had a great time and undertook a 
variety of activities throughout the 
day.  It can be a daunting day given 
the number of students involved.  More often than not, the Year 7 
intake in a secondary school can be the size of our whole school!  
It was great to hear they were able to put their Getting Along skills 
into practice. 
 
School Council 
Tomorrow night is the final 
School Council meeting 
for 2020.  On behalf of the 
school community, I would 
like to thank Daniel Redman (President), John Findlay (Vice 
President), Chris Fathers (Treasurer), Jennifer Heigh, Jodi Weare, 
Barb Heeney and Adrian Rolfe for their work during 2020.  It has 
been an interesting year for  Council with meetings via WebEx for 

Are you leaving Frankston East Primary School at the end of 2020? 
 
NAME: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….   GRADE: …………………. 
 
PARENT SIGNATURE: …………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Please let the office know by returning this slip.    
 
Thank you 

the majority of the year.  I look forward to working with School 
Council next year as we continue to support and improve the 
facilities and programs within our school. 
 
Dunkley Shield 
On Monday next week, Peta Murphy, our Federal Member of 
Parliament will be joining us for our assembly to present who 
Dunkley Shield.  This award is presented to a Year 5 student that 
shows Fairness, Equality, and a sense of Community.  We hope 
you can join us for our Virtual Assembly at 9:05am on Monday 
morning.  You can find the link on our school website. 
 
Until next time, 
 
 
Brian McFall (Principal) 
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Shreya is a well  
deserving recipient of 
the Aussie of the Month 
award for November. 
Shreya enjoys coming to school and prides herself 
on being organised and punctual with all school 
activities. She goes about her work in a productive 
manner, always doing her best work. She is also 
happy to assist and work co-operatively with  
others. She has a positive attitude towards her 
learning and particularly enjoys writing stories and 
participating in art classes. Shreya shows great ini-
tiative during small group activities.  
 
Shreya is a kind and caring member of our class. 
She engages in conversation and contributes to 
class discussions in a positive manner, always  
being respectful to those around her. Shreya is a 
reliable and inclusive friend and a great role model 
to her peers.  
 
Well done Shreya and congratulations on your 

great efforts! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

December 9th Aaron K 5/6O 

December 10th Ella M 3/4W 

 Jack M 3/4H 

December 15th Kedrijan C 5/6O 

   

   

   

   

0/1M Lilliana W For working hard on her reading 
and writing. 

0/1S Jennifer H For always doing her best work. 

2D Daniel C For a wonderful effort with his 
learning. 

3/4H 
 
 
 

Christian K 
 
 
 
Mayanna S 

For having amazing manners, 
working hard and running 10 fast 
laps at fitness. 
 
For always doing her best work 
and being friendly. 

3/4W Sasha M For reading so well in literacy 
groups. 

5/6O Charlee B For always giving 100% effort to 
all areas of learning. 

5/6R Keanu S-C For outstanding results with his 
reading cards. 

Monday December 7th 
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Goodbye Primary School, Hello 
Secondary School  

 
On Tuesday, December 8th our grade 6 children had 
their Year 7 Orientation Day at their new secondary 
school. Emotions ranged from excitement to 
apprehension as they embarked on the next major 
change in their life, however, following a year of COVID 
19 and all the changes the children have  experienced 
our grade 6 children have already had an eventful year 
full of different emotions and the need to adapt to 
change. 
 
The following article by Michael Grose makes for some 
interesting reading for the parents of our year 6 
children. It was written without the impact of COVID but 

many of his observations 
remain the same. 
 
The end of primary 
school is a significant 
milestone in children’s 
lives. They’ve spent half 
their lives in primary 
school, in many cases in 
the same school, which is 
significant.  
 
Developmentally they’ve 
come a long way from 
those skinny little kids 
who lined up for class on 
the first day holding a 
parent’s or carer’s hand. 

Now entering puberty, most are taller than their 
mothers and the only people they’ll hold hands with are 
‘special friends’, but not in public. Those displays of 
affection will come later in the secondary school years. 
 

Changing from primary to secondary brings a mixture 
of emotions in kids such as excitement, 
apprehension, pride and, in many cases, sadness 
about leaving friends and familiar surrounds behind.  
 
Parents often go through the same range of emotions 
as children at this time so we need to acknowledge 
those feelings in ourselves, just as we should in our 
children. 
 
Looking back 
 
This is a time for kids to celebrate their achievements; 
show appreciation to their teachers and enjoy the 
friendships that they’ve formed. Here are three ideas: 
 
1. Let’s celebrate 
Primary school graduation ceremonies play an 
important part in the primary school life, as they mark 
the end of an era and the start of a new part of their 
lives. We need to be careful that the meaning doesn’t 
become lost as graduations become increasingly 
lavish, even to the point where some students are 
transported to their graduation in a stretch limo. Keep 
them simple and keep them close to the school’s 
values. 
 
2. Show gratitude 
As a former teacher I know how much a simple thank 
you can mean from students at the end of the year. 
So make sure your kids take the time to thank their 
final year teacher and as well as seek out to thank 
other teachers who contributed to their education over 
their primary school journey. Gratitude costs nothing 
but has a great impact. 
         
                                                                          
3. Enjoy friendships 
Encourage your kids to be open and friendly at this 
time of the year, and steer clear of cliques and fellow 
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students who want to exclude others from their groups. 
The end of primary school can be tricky to navigate, 
particularly when early maturers stick together and 
ostracise certain classmates. This is the time for 
friendly behaviour and inclusiveness.  
 
Looking ahead 
 
When primary school is finished and the holidays are 
coming to an end it’s time to focus on the new 
experiences of secondary school.  Some kids take 
secondary school in their stride but it is natural to 
experience some difficulty.  
 
If your eldest is starting, then secondary school will be 
a relatively new experience for you too. It will take 
some time for you to adjust to the school’s culture and 
communication methods. 
 
Your attitude as a parent can help your child quickly 
adjust. Here are three ideas for you to help kids make 
a smooth adjustment: 
 
1. Promote friendships - The sooner kids form new 
friendships the sooner they’ll feel comfortable in their 
secondary school surroundings. Encourage your young 
person to be open to forming friendships with all sorts 
of kids; to be accepting of others who may be different 
to them; to take social risks by joining in activities even 
though they may feel uncomfortable; and to be friendly, 
approachable and positive! 
 
2. Be ready to listen - Patience and understanding 
in the early weeks is essential. Brush up on your 
listening skills as you help your young person adjust. 
Talk to your young person about change and reassure 
them that it’s normal to feel unsure or nervous in new 
circumstances. Let them know that many difficulties 
they face will be temporary. 
 

3. Keep your attitude positive - Confidence is 
catching so make sure you see this transition time as 
an exciting challenge that your child can handle rather 
than an event to be feared. Ask them about the new 
subjects or interesting activities they are doing, and 
try to shift their focus to the positive aspects of school. 
Discuss settling in issues with the appropriate person 
such as a year level coordinator, but give your young 
person time to handle them on their own before 
seeking help. 
 
This will be the final article for Parent’s Corner for 
2020. I wish you all a wonderful Christmas and 
New Year and above all a safe and happy holiday. 
I look forward to seeing you in 2021. 
 
Barb Heeney – Student Wellbeing Manager  
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Captured by Christmas. 
 

Two days before Christmas I was in 
my house helping my mum put up 
the Christmas tree. She said we 
should go on a walk. So we did. 
But when we did we only got about 
halfway because there were some 
small things with pointy ears. I  
realised that they were elves. They 
were chasing us, and fast. They 
grabbed me and brought me to a 
sleigh. They started it up. There 
were nine reindeers with Rudolph 
in the front. It was true that he had 
a bright nose. 
 

The elves pinned me down and one 
of them had a machine that had a 
light. It said true and there was an-
other light that said lie. I realised 
that it must have been a lie detector. 
They asked me who is the leader of 
the South Pole and I said I don’t 
know. The light that said true 
flashed and the elves let me go. 

The End. 

 

By Jack 3/4W  

Today its Hanukah 
 

Today it’s the first day of Hanukah. In 
Hanukah there are 8 days. Every night 
of Hanukah, you light another candle.  
Hanukah is really fun. It’s basically like 
Jewish Christmas but for 8 days.  
 

Some people call Hanukah the celebra-
tion of lights because we light another 
candle every night day straight for 8 
days like the story based from the bible.  
 

On Hanukah we have friends over to 
eat dinner and we have donuts. The do-
nuts are really good and filled with jam. 
We also sing traditional Hanukah songs. 
We get to watch movies and some Han-
ukah videos. Finally, we read out some 
Hanukah prayers, songs from the Torah, 
Jewish bible.  
 

Hanukah is really fun, mainly because 
you get to eat donuts! 
 

BY LIAM 3/4W 
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Acrostic Poem. 

Christmas is about… 

Having fun no matter what. 

Rudolph always gets bullied but he’s resilient.   

I understand what matters most on Christmas: sharing. 

Some other people do other traditions. 

Taking care of people and animals is what matters. 

My tradition is seeing my family around the holidays. 

Australian people normally go camping. 

So always be kind no matter what and especially around Christmas.  
 

 

                           By Ella 3/4W 
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16 
 sleeps 

until Christmas 
2020!  

If only the jumpers had a name on 
them!  They would make their way 

back to you.  Please remember to 
name all items of student clothing.  
We do our best to return them to you. 

Student Attendance 

last week  
 

Percentage of students at school 

91.7% 
 

Percentage of students on time 

96.6% 

 

 

All students must wear their hats 
during Recess, Lunch  

and all outdoor  
activities from now until 1st of May . 

 

Monday to Friday 
Please phone the  

office and place your    
   orders to be collected.  
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HEAD LICE INFORMATION 
 

Head lice are extremely contagious and it really doesn't have anything to do 
with personal hygiene.  
95% of lice are transmitted through close contact, which means sharing hats, 
head bands and pillows. 
Ensure that you are protected from head lice this season and take the 
necessary   preventative steps to keep away head lice. 

 
Below are 4 crucial steps to keep your school head lice free:  

Avoid sharing clothing: especially hats, ribbons, head bands and helmets 
Discourage children from playing with each other's hair 
Don't share brushes, combs, towels and pillows 
Keep long hair plaited or firmly tied back to prevent contact from other kids 

We hope that the above tips will help you keep head lice away for good! 
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Frankston East Primary School 
Our Purpose: 

To provide the Frankston East Community with a friendly and dynamic learning environment that engages students who work 

to achieve their personal best in an atmosphere of mutual respect and cooperation. 

Frankston East Primary School promotes itself as an “Established School with Modern Ideas, based on Traditional Values” 

We Value: 

RESPECT We respect the rights of each other and our environment. 

TOLERANCE We accept individual differences in every way. 

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE We believe in the right of every child to excel to their personal best. 

CONFIDENCE We instil in the child the confidence to approach the unknown. 

COMMUNITY INTERACTION We encourage honest and open community interaction and involvement 

FUN We never lose sight of the fun and enjoyment of learning. 

MUSICAL APPRECIATION 
We incorporate musical awareness, appreciation and performance throughout our 

programs. 

SPORTING INVOLVMENT 
Sporting involvement at all ages provides a wonderful insight into the development of 

people skills 

Our commitment to child safety 
 

Frankston East Primary School is committed to child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and 

respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers.  We are committed to the safety, participation and empowerment of all children. 

We have zero tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations and safety concerns will be treated very seriously and consistently with our 

robust policies and procedures. We have legal and moral obligations to contact authorities when we are worried about a child’s safety, 

which we follow rigorously.  

Our school is committed to preventing child abuse and identifying risks early, and removing and reducing these risks. Our school has 

robust human resources and recruitment practices for all staff and volunteers. Our school is committed to regularly training and educating 

our staff and volunteers on child abuse risks.  

We are committed to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children, the cultural safety of children from a culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, and to providing a safe environment for children with a disability. 

We have specific policies, procedures and training in place that support our leadership team, staff and volunteers to achieve these 

commitments.   If you believe a child is at immediate risk of abuse phone 000.  
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